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Hampton Inn robbery

By Brian Carroll

ROME – A robbery of the downtown Hampton Inn early Friday morning is the latest in a series of area crimes that has Rome police concerned, according to a spokesperson for the police department.

Described as approximately 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighing 190 pounds, a young male held up the hotel at 1:20 a.m. Friday by making the hotel’s cashier believe he was armed, according to a police report.

Wearing a gray, hooded sweatshirt and a scarf to obscure his face, the man held his hand inside his sweatshirt as if he were holding a gun, the cashier told police. After getting an undisclosed sum from the cashier, the suspect fled on foot, the report stated. The cashier, according to police, is John Druckenmiller [cq] of Rome.

“We’re looking for the Hampton Inn suspect,” said Jane Cousins (cq), spokesperson for the Rome police. The department has leads it is investigating, but Cousins declined to be more specific.

The description and method of the Hampton Inn robber closely match those provided by a Cartersville convenience store clerk robbed Wednesday night, Cousins said. According to a report in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the Cartersville robber also was described as nearly 6 feet tall and wearing a gray, hooded sweatshirt. 

The suspect in the robbery of a Cartersville Cowboys gas station and convenience store also led his victim to believe he had a gun concealed in his sweatshirt and he, too, fled the scene on foot, according to the newspaper’s account.

“There is a chance that the Hampton Inn robber and the Cartersville robber are one and the same, and this is informing our inquiries,” Cousines said.

Cousins described the two robberies and a mid-day carjacking in downtown Rome last week as part of a pattern of crime that has become a “deep concern” to police and local residents, she said. A suspect in the carjacking has been apprehended, but Cousins declined to identify the suspect “to protect the integrity of the investigation.”
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