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PEER REVIEW GUIDE / PAPER WORKSHOP
              



The goal for this assignment is for you to assist your classmates in strengthening their rhetorical critiques. As a peer reviewer, you are to assess the aptness of the lit review, the depth and persuasiveness of the analysis, the organization of the paper, the clarity of the writing, and the mechanics of writing (punctuation, sentence structure, and grammar). You are not to function solely as a proofreader or editor. As you read your classmate’s paper, please respond thoughtfully to the following questions. You should complete this document and annotate the manuscript itself. 

Writer _____________________________    
Reviewer ________________________________

1. Are the method, research question, and data set (artifact or artifacts) clearly identified? Are you at all confused about what the writer is doing, how the writer is doing it, or what the writer hopes to accomplish with the project and the analysis? How could clarity in these areas be improved?
2. Do the method and the purpose match up? Is the method used the right method? Why or why not?
3. Does the introduction effectively introduce? Does the conclusions section draw meaningful conclusions? Does the literature review identify the gap in the research that this project seeks to fill? How might any of these sections be improved?
4. Is the organization of the paper clear and effective? Where is it clearest? Muddiest? Most effective? Least effective?
5. Is there a logical flow of ideas? How natural are the transitions between paragraphs? Are there any unnecessary or redundant sentences or information that could be cut? Provide examples.

6. Is the paper consistent with accepted grammar and mechanics? What are some issues or concerns you might have about the grammar, syntax, punctuation, and sentence construction? 
7. Does the paper identify a style and then adhere to it?

8. Describe with some meaningful detail the three major strengths of this paper.

9. Describe with some meaningful detail three ways this paper could be strengthened or improved. Provide the kind and substance of feedback that you hope to get yourself.
10. After reading through the entire paper, do you believe it was a worthwhile project to have done? Does the project achieve its stated purpose? Does that purpose contribute to our understanding of rhetoric and human influence through rhetoric? Explain.
