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Abstract: This paper analyzes the narratives created to affect policy on the Mexico–United States border crisis, an ongoing migrant crisis in North America concerning the migration of undocumented immigrants from Latin America through Mexico and into the United States. By comparing the rhetoric from the Biden Administration with that of the Trump campaign, this project seeks to determine the expected effects of stories on their implied readers by understanding how the rhetors help make meaning. Of particular importance are symbolic actions, including words and deeds, that have sequence and meaning for those who live, create, or interpret them. 
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