Topic proposal

Tentative title: Depictions of Success in Rap Videos: A Fantasy Theme Critique
The portrayal of success in rap music videos is a prominent and influential aspect of contemporary popular culture. Rap music, as a genre, has experienced exponential growth, with its artists often using music videos as a medium to articulate their perceptions of success. These depictions not only shape the image of artists but also influence the attitudes, values, and aspirations of their audiences. The research proposed here would explore how success is portrayed in rap videos, the underlying themes, and the impact of these portrayals on the audience's perception of success. 

This research proposal aims to apply Fantasy Theme Criticism to rap music videos, seeking to uncover the rhetorical strategies employed by artists in constructing and disseminating fantasy themes related to identity, struggle, success, and societal issues. This study has significant implications for better understanding the role of rap music videos in shaping cultural narratives related to success. It may also provide insights into the ways in which media representations can influence the values and aspirations of youth, particularly those from marginalized communities. 
Research Questions:

· How do rap music videos depict the concept of success, and what are the implications of these depictions on the audience's perception of success?
· What are the narratives rappers create and communicate in their videos?

· What are the elements of “success” communicated and promoted in these videos? Financial success, street credibility, artistic recognition, cultural impact? Other facets?

· How do rap music videos utilize fantasy themes as a rhetorical strategy to construct and disseminate conceptions of “success?
· What are the implications of these themes on audience perceptions of rap culture and societal issues?
Theoretical approach: Fantasy Theme Criticism and/or Narrative Criticism. In the realm of communication studies, Fantasy Theme Criticism and Symbolic Convergence Theory provide analytical frameworks for understanding how communication constructs shared realities, narratives, and fantasy themes within groups or cultures. I will utilize Fantasy Theme Criticism to analyze the identified fantasy themes, examining how they are constructed, developed, and disseminated within the rap videos.

Data set: Select a sample of rap music videos from different eras and sub-genres to ensure representation of various depictions of success.
Methodology: Conduct a comprehensive content analysis of the selected rap music videos to identify common themes, imagery, and messages related to success, applying Fantasy Theme Criticism to do this analysis.

